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HIGHLIGHTS
Medicalization
Save the Children has completed the construction works
for the medicalization of Mahama II Health Centre
serving both refugees in Mahama and the host
communities.
It is now awaiting for the certification by the Ministry of
Health to fully start its operations.
The upgrading is a major process that has involved
renovating our Health Centre and capacity training of our
staff to be able to provide more emergency services,
including emergency caesarean sections.
Once we have surgical services on site we will receive
blood by the use of drones.

Village Savings and Loan Associations
(VSLAs)
In Burundi, our team is partnering with RET International
as an implementing partner on the delivery of VSLAs in
the camps. So far 13 VSLAs have been put in place in the
Ruyigi camps and 9 in Muyinga camps, targeting groups
such as survivors of GBV, single mothers, members of
foster families, and children and adults with disabilities,
the VSLAs aim to empower them economically so that
they can play an effective role in their families and
communities and avoid stigmatization and discrimination.

International Day of Nurses
In June, Save the Children acknowledged and celebrated
the lifesaving contribution of our nurses and midwives on.
We have approximately 18 nurses, 6 midwives and 12
nurse volunteers who work tirelessly to save the lives at
the SCI-run Health Centre in Mahama. At the celebration
we were able to share with those present some
achievements in health care service delivery to residents
at Mahama, especially those for children and new babies.
In the words of one of our nurses, Justin Habumugisha
“Deaths and Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) among
adults like hypertension have decreased. Maternal
mortality also declined due to our contribution and we are
committed to promoting even more quality care service
delivery”.

World Refugee Day 20th June 2022
We produced this short video in Mahama Camp
highlighting what refugee children think about their rights.

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE:
Mahama CampHealth and Nutrition in Emergencies
33% of the total number of refugees in Mahama Camp that SCI supports are children. With the support
from UNHCR, and BPRM, together with other partners, we have significantly improved the way we are
supporting children and their parents in the camp. Since January, 2022 Save the Children maternity ward
has Facilitated 156 safe deliveries. Zero maternal and new born death and zero birth asifixia recorded.

Save the Children supported me from
since I found out I was pregnant in June
2021. Since then, SCI supported me with
antenatal care, nutrition services and
was also admitted into the blanket
supplementary feeding program, giving
me porridge flour.
Sandrine 26. Blanket supplementary
feeding- providing CSB++ to pregnant
and lactating women.

people were assisted with primary health care

15,384

hospitalization patients

875

Out patients

18295

IYCF in Mahama camp, Malnutrition cases

262

Save the Children conducted a training on the ‘integrated supervision approach’ to supporting
families with children under 2 years to reach optimal Infant and Young Child Feeding Practices in
Mahama. This training brought together 48 Community Health Workers and 25 Nutrition Volunteers
who support Save the Children in handling health and nutrition issues in the community. The trained
Community Health Workers and Nutrition volunteers are expected to work closely in helping the
community have accurate information on nutrition and health to eradicate malnutrition cases in the
camp.
In collaboration with Community Health Workers and Peer Educators, our teams conducted
awareness-raising on non-communicable diseases (NCDs) and infectious diseases throughout
Mahama in this quarter. This awareness aims to mobilize refugees to go to the SCI Health Centre for
screening for HIV/AIDs, Hepatitis (B-C), and Tuberculosis.

Improving health outcomes through effective service
delivery
Parents’ interactions with infants and children in the first years can have a long-term impact
on physical, health, on social and emotional well-being, and on cognitive capacities (CDC,
2007). With training, parents can become more effective providers of the care and stimulation
that babies and young children need to develop properly (Evans, 2006).

KEVIN*,1 YEAR OLD

Kevin, is a 1-year old boy with a digestive
disorder since he was 3 months affecting his
growth and ability to gain weight.
During a monthly growth monitoring at the
community level in 2021, Community Health
Workers visited the family and screened Kevin
for malnutrition and he was diagnosed with
severe acute malnutrition. Kevin was later
taken to Save the Children Health Center in
Mahama camp for treatment.
Kevin's mother was provided with Ready to
Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF) and other
nutritious food to feed her child as well as
medical treatment to Kevin. It took Kevin three
months to fully recover

Through the nutritious food and a feeding program, Kevin
is now looking healthy. He no longer suffers from digestive
disorders or other health issues, which is important for his
growth and development–
Beatrice, Kevin's Mother
Read full story here

Child Protection in Emergencies
In May we had a visit from Ms. Harriet Baldwin, a Member of Parliament from UK to Mahama camp.
She visited SCI Child Protection interventions, including sport for protection activities and had a
meeting with teenage mothers in the camp. Most of the teenage mothers dropped out of school as a
result of early pregnancies. SCI showcased how we supported them reintegrate school, including other
opportunities they were provided to improve their lives.
From our recent evaluation, 90% of internet users in Mahama Refugee Camp access YouTube/Videos
regularly. This is a great opportunity to launch and disseminate fast paced messaging through this
channel (Meraki dashboard, NetHope & Cisco & SCI project)

refugees from Mahama and Gatore were repatriated

442 (male: 240, female: 202)

Burundian refugees at Gatore reception centre

56 (male: 37, female: 19)

children at our CFS activities /YFS

25249 (9268 Girls, 15981 Boys)

adolescents and youth aged 10-24 in Mahama 2
[received structured and unstructured psycho-social support services
including learning and playing which contributed to the improvement to their
social cohesion, psychological and physical development]

10168 (2707 Girls, 7461 Boys)

children were reunified with their families in Mahama camp

3 Girls

“I was 9 years old when I arrived at the camp, unaccompanied. My parents
died when I was four and I had a physical disability. During the conflict in
Burundi in 2015, I followed others fleeing to Rwanda until I got into the
camp.
When I arrived here, I was helped by strangers to find shelter and settle in.
But it was still difficult to take care of myself. I faced a lot of challenges,
including not able to find food and not able to go to school like other
children who lived with their families families.
In 2018, Save the Children supported me with placing me in with a foster
family. I was very happy to receive the great news of a caregiver who
accepted to welcome me into her family. I also received medical support
from SCI Health Center.
My caregiver has transformed my life. I now get support from her whenever
I need it. She makes sure I have food and place to sleep. The important
thing is that she re re-enrolled me into school, and I am in P4. I attend
school regularly and perform well as a result of SCI support including
medication for my disability disability.
I am glad that Save the Children helped me live in a family that cares for
me. Having a family is an opportunity for me to achieve my dreams. In the
future, I am optimistic that I will be a businessman so that I can give back
to my family.”

Adolescent Sexual Reproductive Health (ASRH) Program
In May, a total of 200 children and 200 parents graduated from the Child and Youth Resilience
Programme in Mahama. Children and their parents have been attending programme activities including
workshops aimed at promoting positive coping and resilience among children and young individuals to
sustain their protection, psychosocial wellbeing, and healthy development. Programme beneficiaries,
community leaders and partners paid a tribute to SCI’s interventions both in Mahama and in the host
community.
Since September of last year, at least 50 young mothers have attended handcraft training sessions
initiated to help them earn a small income and/or improve their livelihoods. The sessions are also an
opportunity to get sexual and reproductive health services including ASRH education and counseling,
family planning, STIs screening, and treatment. As a result, they are now able to knit sweaters and
scarfs for their children and provide their assistance in other sexual and reproductive health awareness
activities. An efficient, multi-objective intervention that is having a big impact so far!
Through our ASRH program we also conducted a training [See below photo] for peer educators on the
use of Information, Education, and Communication (IEC) materials while sensitizing adolescents and
youth on hygiene promotion, protection from sexually transmitted infections (STIs), and unintended
pregnancies. Peer educators play a vital role in these awareness-raising on reproductive health at
Mahama through conducting home visits and facilitating small group or large group focus discussions.
From our recent data collection in Mahama Camp, 92% of the participants strongly agree that if they
notice symptoms of STIs with their partner, they will advise them to seek for treatment immediately
(87% of participants to our condom use education have been tested for Sexual Transmitted Infections]

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE:
Burundi Sub-Office
In June alone, Our Ruyigi field staff received another convoy of over 400 new refugees that
transited to Ruyigi transit center and transferred in Kavumu refugee camp after Covid testing. In
interviews with children in the convoy, the team 13 identified separated children were also
identified and 6 unaccompanied children our team have worked quickly and the 6 unaccompanied
children have already been already placed in voluntary foster families.
Save the Children in joined the rest of the world in to celebrate the World Refugee Day which was
celebrated under the theme: "the right to seek asylum: The right to seek safety". Different
activities were organized and conducted including a friendly football match between refugees and
humanitarian staff teams. Exhibitions of products made by refugee groups children (in urban and at
Ruyigi). Allocutions made by different representatives of Burundi government, representatives of
refugees, representatives of refugee children in urban; dances and various songs under the day.
In Burundi, the team continue with the school summer holiday learning activities. Activity at our
Ideas Box include initiation to reading, cinema, the use of IT devices and free games. They also
undertook an important piece of work in the identification of Burundian women who are married to
refugees and ensuring they are included in existing VSLA groups. Due to the fact that the ‘host
community’ is so poor in Burundi, there has been a problem in recent years of local girls, often at a
young age, getting married to Congolese refugees in order to get the food and health benefits
associated with being in the camp. Including them in our work is even more important where the
host community is worse off than their refugee peers.

Zamire, 14-year-old girl who our Burundi
teams have recently supported from our
humanitarian response under our CP& GBV
program in the camps.
Zamire arrived in one of the refugee camps in
eastern Burundi in 2016 with her aunt,
leaving her biological family in the
Democratic Republic of Congo where she was
living with both her parents, three brothers
and one younger sister.
“I remember it like it was yesterday even
though I was a little girl. When they attacked
our neighborhood, I ran with my aunt and my
cousins and I did not know the direction my
parents had taken”, said Zamire.
Read her full story here: A glimmer of hope

EDUCATION
USAID Tunoze Gusoma activity started countrywide teacher training for all pre-primary teachers on
March 5th 2022 expecting to reach 5739 pre-primary teachers and 5098 school leaders (District
Director of Education, Sector Education Inspectors, Head Teachers, Director/Dean of Studies and
District Inspectors) by end of June 2022. Our team have been tirelessly working for the last 3 months
from April -June 2022 in order to deliver a nation-wide training to over 10,000 teachers and school
leaders in the implementation of the new pre-primary curriculum prioritizing the use of evidence-based
emergent literacy instructional materials.
About 3,185 teachers and 2,918 school leaders were trained from April-June.
In total 5,755 preprimary teachers and 4,024 school leaders were trained in from March - June 4th
Save the Children - Kirehe Field Office received an award as the 2nd best exhibitor among international
Non-Government organizations during the three days open day that was held in Kirehe District. The
Kirehe Open Day brought together 47 partners; including International Non-profit organizations, local
NGOs, and business enterprises; that operate in the district. During this ceremony, the USAID Tunoze
Gusoma project received an award as the 1st best exhibitor among projects that operate in Kirehe
District. During the open day exhibition we raised awareness on literacy as we availed books for
children to read during the event as part of the read aloud campaign. We also showcased Save the
Children's work as our team spoke to visitors on the importance of protecting children from violence,
abuse and neglect through our child friendly spaces activities in the camp.
In June, Save the Children, mEducation Alliance, AIMS and Viamo developed math games families can
learn to play and teach to their children. Using only a basic/simple phone, parents/caregivers can learn
to play the math game and/or have their children play the game first on the phone. Then once they’ve
learned how to play, they can encourage their children to play the games at home or wherever they are.
It will keep children busy having fun and practicing their math skills at the same time. Children need
opportunities to practice their math skills in fun ways that promote a culture of math. Parents,
caregivers, and families play an important role in encouraging children’s love of math and making time
for them to practice their math skills.
“When I was in senior one and senior two, I didn’t attend SCI
library’s activities which involved reading and revising
school work. I used to fail my homework because I didn’t
have books for reference. After school, I had nothing to do, as
a result, I just hang around with no aim or motivation for
anything.
In 2020, SCI volunteers came to our village with megaphones
encouraging students to attend the activities in the library. I
heard that and I was curious, so I started using the SCI
library when I was in senior three. I can say that I benefitted
a lot from this library because I wasn’t very knowledgeable
and at times I could not even understand or read my
teachers’ notes.
But I can say that I passed the O’level examination because I
read more books from this library. I was proactive, I went to
the library to read different sections that our teacher didn’t
cover in class. I feel motivated for school work and now
spend many hours reading books in this library.
I thank Save the Children for giving us the library to be able
to read books and keep us focused. I would recommend and
encourage more children and youth in the camp to attend the
different activities in the library especially since some youth
are not aware that there is a library, especially new arrivals.”

Paul, 20, Rwanda

Kumwe Hub has now been fully operational with full time staff and a bold ambition to shake up
traditional aid delivery for just over 6 months. This builds on the exciting work done by the Save
our office led by our country director Maggie throughout 2021. The Kumwe Hub team are
dedicated and passionate about our mission of shaking up traditional aid delivery, and we can tell
that people in Save the Children, as well as donors and partners, are keen to see what taking a
more localized, more innovative approach might look like. Some key examples of that approach
are below:
We continue to explore innovative funding methodologies, building on our success with
cryptos to investigate crypto currency staking in Q3 of this year.
We launch our first Kumwe Hub loans in
August, supporting impact focused businesses
who want to grow their profits and their
positive impact on children. Currently to get a
business loan in Rwanda the interest rate is
around 23-30%. We will be offering loans at
10% to socially focused businesses. More on
this here

Sambo, our superstar intern who we
hired after she completed our
Microworks pilot for urban refugees,
recently spoke about the platform at
the E-Learning Conference in Kigali.
Read more here.

In June we launched a new Daycare service in Mahama Refugee Camp. Our hope is that
this approach could prove sustainable – even profitable – for Save the Children. We’re
helping women so they don’t have to decide between being “a good mother and a good
entrepreneur”. Watch this virtual tour of the daycare HERE

COMMUNICATION AND ADVOCACY
Behavior change communications campaign SCI joined the Ministry of Health to organize Mothers and
children’s health week campaign with various activities lined up in the Mahama Refugee camp to promote
their well-being. Those activities include; malnutrition screening, provision of deworming medication,
vitamin A and micronutrient powder, provision of family planning, vaccination services to all children aged 06 years, and community awareness on hygiene and sanitation and malaria and anemia prevention. With the
support of Community Health Workers, around 18,749 people; including under five years children and adults
were reached during the Mothers and children’s health week campaign.
Kirehe team conducted a mobile clinic on the prevention of the Rift Valley Fever outbreak. This awareness
campaign was organized because the disease was confirmed in Rwanda in March 2022. Approximately
27,000 people, living in Mahama Camp, were reached during that awareness campaign.
Save the Children signed a sub award agreement with 6 Civil Society Organizations that will implement a
SIDA funded project aimed at having a strong civil society that demands and supports the fulfilment of
children’s rights, holding states to account and mobilizing and empowering children and their communities.
During the Day of the African Child 2022 under the theme of Eliminating Harmful Practices Affecting
Children all parts of our CO were busy organizing events, presentations, meetings and media opportunities
for and with children and young people:

In Burundi, we brought children together with 5 media
stations, including the national radio of Burundi, for young
people to ask questions of government representatives on the
progress made towards child rights in Burundi. The show,
hosted by child journalists, included the Permanent Secretary
in Charge of Social Affairs who answered the children’s
questions, defended the progress they have made to date
(giving examples of free education for all children and free
healthcare for all children under 5 years) but recognized that
a lot still needs to be done, particularly for children on the
move, street children, children with disabilities. If you want to
listen to these brave and brilliant children, their show is
recorded here and here .

Also, in Burundi we celebrated the day across all refugee
camps with dance shows, marches, and presentations by
children. It was a great opportunity for children to demand
their rights publicly and for all CPIE actors, us included, to
critically look at what more we need to do to protect all
children.

In Kirehe, Save the Children joined the Government of Rwanda to organize
celebrations under the theme “Protect the Child, Build a Better Future.” This huge
event (which can be seen really well in this lively short video link brought together
children living in Mahama Camp, host community families, government, and all our
partners in emergencies. Our field manager paid tribute to all partners for attending
and for playing a vital role in the Day of the African Child celebration. Importantly she
urged children to be more involved in the advocacy activities for their own rights.

STAFF IN ACTION: Meet Our Child Protection Champion In Burundi
Samirou is a devoted and experienced child
protection practitioner. During his 7 years of
experience in social protection and child
protection, Samirou has been protecting different
categories of children from harmful practices
including children victims of denial of resources,
abandoned, separated and unaccompanied
children as well as tracing and reunification of
children with their families especially children
victims of conflicts.

Samirou NIYONKURU
Tell us about your current tasks, what is a typical day for you at
Save the Children?

In April 2021, Samirou joined Save the children
Burundi sub-office where he has been working in
the prevention and response to child protection
cases in Kavumu camps [ the biggest refugee camp
in Burundi ] with 66 different quarters that totalize
2,935 households with more than 10,587 children.
Samirou is an optimist and likes working with his
colleagues. He enjoys sharing his knowledge with
others so that everyone can reach their potential.

My typical day starts at 7:30 AM when I leave my home to take the

Why do you like working for Save the Children?

UNHCR bus that transports the different partners 55 kilometers to

Save the Children gives me the opportunity to

Kavumu. When we arrive in the camp, we regularly have a 15

make a change in children’s lives by working hand

minutes update meeting with child protection volunteers to talk

in hand with the children, their communities and

about the new cases that may have happened during the previous

other partners. With Save the Children, I got room

night (or weekend when it is Monday) and share tasks for the day.

to innovate and I feel supported and provided me

Based on the schedule, I usually receive cases in my office, make

with space to exchange and freely express myself.

time to different quarters for home visits and sensitization sessions,
and support Ideas Box volunteers with activities in these child-

What milestones in the Country Office have you

friendly spaces. We all leave the camp at 3:00 pm. When I arrive at

witnessed?

the main field office, I catch up with emails and do reports of the

Save the children gives equal chances the staff.

collected children data from the field including processing the Best

Various trainings and workshops are open to

interest Assessment (BIAs)and Best interest determination (BIDs)

everyone and once you are committed to learn

reports. Most of the time, I leave the office at 6:30 PM.

and grow, it gives you better chance to live your
ambition.

What action have you done that you are most proud and your
greatest learning since you started working at Save the Children?

What has kept you going?

Since joining Save the Children I have been motivated to contribute

The good working environment, the support that I

to positive change by working closely with children, community and

got from my colleagues, and opportunities to

partners to prevent and protect children and give them a chance to

grow professionally.

get a healthy start in their life. I have processed many BIAs and BIDs
that have been approved by UNHCR all these children now live in a

What do you like most about the work you do?

safe environment protected from harm and most have been able to

I like children and as I wish mine to go further in

get back to school. Through the best Interest assessment, in 2 cases

life, I want also to ensure that children around me

that I processed, I was proud to see that those children are now

and especially those who have experienced

protected and taken back to their families and perpetrators have

violence and trauma get the chance to grow and

been brought to book. This resulted in my improvement in BIAs and

play an effective role in their society. Thus, I will

BIDs documentation and processing since Save the Children has

have played my role in my community. I want also

given me opportunities to learn from experienced mentors and

to inspire my children by being a good example to

reach staff capacity building.

them.

We thank the Government of Rwanda, Ministry of
Emergency Management(MINEMA) and UNHCR and
all our partners for the continued support and
collaboration.

WE WILL PUT THE RIGHTS OF THE MOST DEPRIVED AND
MARGINALIZED CHILDREN FIRST IN OUR WORK AND
ADVOCATE FOR OTHERS TO DO THE SAME

